Did you know?

• more than 23 000 different drugs are registered for use in Canada

· people dispose of medications because of a change in dosage or prescription, health improvement or death 

• 63% of Canadians disposed of medications

           - 46% threw them down the toilet

            - 31% in the trash

            -only 17% took them back to the pharmacy

· pharmaceuticals in water can affect aquatic organisms

             -neurobehavioural changes

             -physical malformations

             -impaired development of reproductive system

             -change in gender ratios (feminization)

             -reproductive failure1

• pharmaceuticals in our environment and water supply may be affecting human health
Types of human pharmaceuticals that have been identified in water bodies include: 

• Hormones 

• Antibiotics 

• Blood lipid regulators 

• Analgesics and anti-inflammatories 

• Beta-blockers 

• Antidepressants 

• Antiepileptics 

• Antineoplastics (used in chemotherapy) 

• Tranquilizers 

• Retinoids 

• X-ray contrast media 
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